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Qualifications Wales Consultation: 16 April 2021 

Qualified for the future – have your say 

 

Wrexham SACRE response  

 

Section 3 - Humanities - Proposal 1  

We propose to review and reform GCSEs in Business, Geography, History and Religious 

Studies. 

We plan to keep individual subject GCSEs, but reform them so that they more closely align 

with the Curriculum Guidance for this Area. 

The reformed GCSEs would support learners to study humanities subjects post-16 if they 

want to. They would be flexible to enable schools to tailor their content and assessment 

approach in line with their learners’ needs. 

How far do you agree or disagree with the proposal to review and reform GCSEs in: 
Business, Geography, History and Religious Studies?  

Wrexham SACRE strongly agrees  

Please explain your answer below. Your answer can be up to 1,000 words long. 

It is the general view of Wrexham SACRE that all current GCSEs will need to be reviewed 
and reformed as appropriate to align with the approach and purposes of the Curriculum 
for Wales, in terms of skill development, content, and assessment.  
 
Various members of Wrexham SACRE made the following observations regarding this 
proposal: 
 

• If the RS/RVE GCSE is going to include non-religious beliefs and perspectives in its 
content as per the new legislation, a name change would be required.  

• It is important that RS/RVE does exist as a separate GCSE option alongside other 
Humanities subjects and that it offers a route to further study, including A Level 
and degree level studies. 

• In addition to this it is important for all learners to be rewarded for their 
mandatory learning in RVE (from age 3-16) by way of an appropriate assessment 
route, resulting in a suitable qualification that helps to develop some of the skills 
required for further study and for the workplace. 

• It is also important for schools to be able to enter a whole cohort should they wish 
to, and for the delivery and assessment to be manageable for both teachers and 
learners.    

• Consideration needs to be given to how this mandatory RVE could be delivered 
and assessed alongside the option RS/RVE GCSE and other GCSEs. 
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• There may need to be a distinction between what is offered to mandatory learners 
to meet agreed syllabus requirements, and what is offered to option learners in 
order for them to specialise in Religious Studies.  

• The reformed GCSE needs to be accessible to all learners including those with ALN 
in terms of skill development and assessment. 

• A reformed Religious Studies GCSE within a suite of RVE qualifications may be an 
appropriate route, including the possibility of a short course for mandatory 
learners.  

• However, we have learnt from recent experience that only having one 
specification to cover both full and short course does not provide a workable 
solution for most schools.  

• It is vital to have parity between the reformed GCSEs and therefore the content of 
the RS/RVE GCSE needs to be comparable to other Humanities subjects.   

• The reformed RS/RVE GCSE also needs to be relevant to schools of a religious 
character that may be teaching a denominational curriculum for RVE that has 
regard to statutory guidance.  

 

 

Section 3 - Humanities - Proposal 2 

If feasible we propose to create a new GCSE in Social Studies. To establish whether this 

qualification is feasible, we will confirm with schools and learners whether there is sufficient 

demand to make it viable for an awarding body to develop and deliver. 

A new made-for-Wales Social Studies GCSE would place it on an equal footing with the other 

main humanities disciplines. 

There is clear potential for a new qualification in this discipline which would support the 

new Curriculum for Wales and give learners an opportunity to engage with current events 

and the important issues of our time while exploring social issues, identity, rights and social 

organisation. 

How far do you agree or disagree with the proposal to create a new GCSE in Social Studies, 
if feasible? 

Wrexham SACRE neither agrees nor disagrees  

Please explain your answer below. Your answer can be up to 1,000 words long. 

Various members of Wrexham SACRE made the following observations regarding this 
proposal: 

• Social Studies is a subject that doesn’t necessarily require learners to obtain a 
GCSE qualification as a route to further study.   

• Schools will be under even more pressure than they are now to offer a wide 
variety of qualifications including Social Studies and could risk delivering an 
unnecessarily overcrowded and unmanageable curriculum.  
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• However, a Social Studies GCSE could fill an important gap in the Humanities AoLE, 
with Social Studies being the only Humanities subject not offered at GCSE 
currently.  

• A Social Studies GCSE should not replace any existing humanities subjects, or any 
aspects of those subjects that learners really enjoy. 

• It would be helpful for the content chosen at the scoping stage of the reformed 
GCSEs to be considered before a new Social Studies GCSE is developed, in order to 
avoid any overlap or repetition with existing Humanities subjects.  

• However, if such a GCSE is deemed feasible, this should not delay the launch of a 
Social Studies GCSE, which should be at the same time as all other qualifications.  

• It is vital for any links with other Humanities subjects including RVE to be 
complimentary and carefully considered. 

• Experts in Social Studies should be included in the development of this 
qualification. 

• The current and future workforce should be appropriately trained and qualified in 
order to teach a Social Studies GCSE. 
 

 

Section 3 - Humanities - Proposal 3 

We propose to explore the potential for developing a new GCSE Humanities qualification 

that takes an integrated and thematic approach to this Area to determine its viability. 

This kind of qualification could allow learners to develop underpinning common skills and 

knowledge and to see how the different disciplines in this Area relate to each other. 

However, there are practical concerns around this qualification’s design, size, and potential 

demand, which need to be explored further. This means that if any such qualification is 

developed it is unlikely to be ready for teaching by September 2025. 

How far do you agree or disagree with our proposal to create a new integrated GCSE in 
Humanities, if feasible? 

Wrexham SACRE neither agrees nor disagrees 

Please explain your answer below. Your answer can be up to 1,000 words long. 

Various members of Wrexham SACRE made the following observations regarding this 
proposal: 

 

• A thematic and integrated Humanities GCSE appears to align well to the approach 

of the Curriculum for Wales.  

• Presumably, an integrated Humanities GCSE would have to include different 

content in order to ensure there is no overlap or repetition with the individual 

Humanities GCSE subjects?  
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• If not, this sounds like an alternative to the individual subject GCSEs which may 

cause issues for them in terms of competition and viability which could impact 

staffing.  

• It is not appropriate for this Humanities GCSE to replicate the one we had in the 

past.   

• Not all schools will approach the Humanities AoLE in the same way and this should 

be considered.  

• The qualification may need to have regard to the agreed syllabus/statutory 

guidance for RVE, in case schools use it to meet their statutory requirement for 

RVE at KS4.  

• However, if it is offered as an option only, those not choosing it as one of their 

GCSEs may not receive their entitlement elsewhere in the curriculum and this 

should be considered from the outset.  

• It is important that individual subjects are not lost within the thematic approach. 

• It appears that this GCSE offers breadth but not depth and therefore there is a risk 

that the subjects may be diluted and as such not provide the rigor required for 

further study, or to meet statutory requirements.  

 

 

Other important issues that Wrexham SACRE raises in its response with regard to reducing 

negative impact are as follows: 

• Ensuring accessibility for ALN within the design of all Made for Wales and reformed 

GCSEs is essential.  

• The Religious Studies GCSE (and any related qualifications within a suite of 

qualifications for this mandatory subject) must be launched at same time as all other 

GCSE subjects 

• Welsh specifications and resources must be launched at same time as the English.  

• The Welsh dimension should be inherent in all reformed and Made for Wales 

qualifications.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


	How far do you agree or disagree with the proposal to review and reform GCSEs in: Business, Geography, History and Religious Studies?
	Please explain your answer below. Your answer can be up to 1,000 words long.
	Section 3 - Humanities - Proposal 2
	How far do you agree or disagree with the proposal to create a new GCSE in Social Studies, if feasible?
	Please explain your answer below. Your answer can be up to 1,000 words long.
	Section 3 - Humanities - Proposal 3
	How far do you agree or disagree with our proposal to create a new integrated GCSE in Humanities, if feasible?
	Wrexham SACRE neither agrees nor disagrees
	Please explain your answer below. Your answer can be up to 1,000 words long.


