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Question 1 – How well does the guidance explain the scope of RVE and its context 
within the Humanities Area ?  
 

Not well at all ☐ Not well ☐ Acceptable  Well  Very well ☐ 

 
Please explain your answer (no more than 250 words). 
 

• The overall format is an improvement on the previous draft.  

• The legal section is confusing in parts and members felt it could be overwhelming for 
practitioners. Having such a weighty section at the beginning of the document creates 
balance issues. One solution could be to have this information in a dropdown box, or to 
have a link to the case law mentioned, or provide an annex in which it can be accessed 
away from the other, more practical sections. Also, the legal section would benefit from 
including more clarity for it to be useful. For example: 

 The definition of religion is inadequate and could be perceived as exclusive. 
Therefore it could be unhelpful for teachers who need to know which religious 
beliefs they need to cover in their planning and teaching. This section would 
benefit from being re-worded so that it is inclusive of non-monotheistic religious 
beliefs. 

 The definition of non-religious philosophical convictions is fairly good. There is no 
need to have all non-religious philosophical convictions named. It’s more 
important to have an accurate and appropriate description. However, the passage 
on hunting is irrelevant and should be removed. Again, teachers need a clear 
steer on what non-religious beliefs they need to cover in their planning and 
teaching, so it is important to get this section right.  

 The section on "foundation and voluntary controlled schools that have a religious 
character" appears to suggest that these institutions are free to disregard the new 
RVE curriculum (partially or entirely) if it "does not accord with the school's trust 
deed, or the tenets of its religion or religious denomination". Clarification is 
needed here to avoid schools misinterpreting it, leading to some not taking an 
objective, critical and pluralistic approach as a result, which is a concern.  

• The guidance overall does explain the context of RVE well and successfully conveys the 
broad and multi-faceted relevance of RVE particularly within the humanities.  

• However, it is also clear that professional learning will be vital. 

• For teachers in particular, coverage is important, so it is helpful to have the suggested 
lenses.  

• However, teachers are concerned that this may not be enough and feel that more 
guidance is needed to support them with what they need to cover, both in relation to 
religious and non-religious beliefs and also disciplinary content.   

• It is important for RVE not to be lost within the humanities and this needs to be explicit. 
Some members are concerned that this guidance does not emphasise this enough. 

 

 
Question 2 – Is the guidance, as a whole, clear and helpful for you in your role?  
 

Very unclear ☐  Slightly 
unclear 

  Neither 
clear nor 
unclear 

☐  Slightly 
clear 

☐  Very clear ☐  

 
Please explain your answer. 



 
• As a SACRE, from which the Wrexham Agreed Syllabus Conference will be largely 

constituted, this guidance helps in some way to provide the ‘what’ but there is still the 
issue of the ‘how’. 

• It is also still unclear what the relationship between this and the agreed syllabus will be.  

• There is no guidance on what the first ASC should do in its official capacity to review, 
develop and recommend an agreed syllabus to the local authority.  

• Will the agreed syllabus be allowed to contain any prescription/content at all to support 
its schools? 

• Will there be centrally funded resources to support schools in implementing this 
guidance?  

• All of these issues need to be addressed either in this guidance or in separate guidance 
before 2022. 

 

 
 
Question 3 – Does the guidance offer relevant information to support practitioners 
when designing their school curriculum for RVE?  
 

Not relevant 
at all 

☐  Slightly 
relevant 

☐  Moderately 
relevant 

  Relevant ☐  Very 
relevant 

☐  

 
Please explain your answer. 
 

• Yes, most of the information is relevant, i.e. the ‘Designing your curriculum section’ 
mainly, but this is not enough. 

• A ‘How to’ diagram or map would be useful to support practitioners with where to start, 
and specifically how to design your curriculum to include RVE within the humanities. 
Exemplar materials will be vital to support them in doing this.  

• For the guidance to be useful it will need to be unpacked by a specialist who supports 
schools and settings in each LA specifically with RVE.  

• Teacher members feel that the lenses are helpful but not enough to support them in 
planning effective RVE. Examples are needed to ensure RVE is covered properly and not 
lost within the humanities or added in afterwards, which is happening in some schools 
now.  

• The learning journeys provide good discussion points. They have already been used by 
practitioners to open up thinking and to help them consider what learning experiences 
they could offer.  

• The legislation section is needed but is completely overwhelming, confusing and too long. 
It needs to be concise and its placement needs to be reconsidered to avoid teachers not 
bothering to read the rest.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 4 – Thinking about each section of the guidance, do you feel there are: 
 



• any gaps in information? If so, what should be added? 

• any sections that are particularly helpful? If so, in what way are they helpful and to whom? 

 
Gaps: 

• There is concern that there are no links or references to ALN or the ALN framework within 
this guidance. Members feel that this is short sighted.  

• Many Special schools, like St Christopher’s in Wrexham, are 3-19 and therefore will need 
to provide mandatory RVE for the majority of their learners. With the significant changes 
to legislation and the approach to teaching and learning in RVE, members feel that Special 
schools will require extra support to help them implement these changes and understand 
how they can include RVE in their curriculum for their learners, especially those who have 
never had to teach it before.   

• More guidance on how to identify principal religions and non- religious philosophical 
convictions in the locality would be useful.  

• The Learning Journey Examples do not make mention of exploring shared values of 
multiple faiths and beliefs - this is a key aspect of "interconnectedness" as mentioned in 
Example 6, and should be strongly considered to foster positive relationships between 
communities of all faiths and beliefs 

• A ‘How to’ check list is missing.  

• A glossary of useful terms should be provided 

• Recognition of the local curriculum and perhaps comments around the flexibility of the 
agreed syllabus in supporting the development of a highly localised curriculum which is 
the focus of the Curriculum for Wales 

 
Helpful sections: 

• The use of lenses to identify opportunities for RVE was identified by practitioners in 
nursery settings as being particularly helpful. 

• The example learning journeys provide an excellent starting point for a wide variety of 
RVE discussions and activities.   

• Nursery practitioners felt that the learning journeys linked well with what we are trying to 
teach the children through the curriculum and what they then go onto in school.   

• Pairing these examples with relevant links and resources to empower teachers to deliver 
these discussions and activities with confidence will be vital going forward 

• Spiritual Development is a useful section as it is often overlooked. It should not be seen 
exclusively as an RVE responsibility but should be understood as relevant for all subjects. 

 

 
 
Question 5 – Does the guidance offer all practitioners sufficient support for their 
planning and teaching of RVE?  
 

Insufficient ☐  Somewhat 
insufficient 

  Neither 
insufficient 

nor 
sufficient 

☐  Somewhat 
sufficient 

☐  Sufficient ☐  

 
Please explain your answer. 
 

To an extent, yes. However, in its current form it is likely to be confusing for many, mainly due to 
the imbalance caused by the legal section. This really needs to be reconsidered. Whilst there are 



some very useful sections, especially within the designing your curriculum section, members felt 
that: 

• ALN practitioners will find this guidance very limited in terms of support for their planning 
and teaching of RVE within their particular setting.   

• Practitioners need help with how to plan, what to plan, and ideas for teaching and 
learning. Exemplar materials to show what good RVE might look like in an integrated 
curriculum are essential. 

• Professional learning will be vital and is needed now. Next year will be too late.  

• Teachers/practitioners should be involved in creation of resources used in professional 
learning.  

 

 
 
Question 6 – Is additional support (e.g. professional learning and resources) needed 
to ensure the successful implementation of this guidance?  
 
If so, please provide more detail. 
 

Yes  No ☐  Not sure ☐  

 
Please explain your answer. 
 

Absolutely, and it is needed now.  
 
Schools are starting to design their curriculum already and planning for the humanities has started 
in many schools, without RVE in some cases. Schools currently have little or no knowledge of the 
changes to RVE or an understanding of how to plan or teach it within an integrated curriculum.  
 
PL on the following is essential: 
 
The legislative changes to RE/RVE 
How to deal with complaint relating to the teaching of RVE 
Where to find your locally agreed syllabus and why it is important for planning RVE.  
How to design your curriculum to include RVE 
How to plan meaningful RVE experiences within an integrated curriculum 
Innovative ways of teaching humanities that ensure RVE is also covered appropriately 
How to teach RVE (taking an objective, critical and pluralistic approach) 
How to ensure progression is planned for in RVE 
How to manage and assess progression in RVE 
 
Practitioners also need to be updated on what ‘non-religious philosophical convictions’ are, as 
very few RE teachers will have studied for example, Humanism as part of their university course. 
   
There are very high quality resources on Humanism and other religious and non-religious beliefs 
available in Wales. However, teachers need to know where to look for them and how to get hold 
of them. High quality bilingual teaching resources on Humanism etc. need to be made available as 
soon as possible. 
 
All PL should be extended to ITE students and ITE providers should be encouraged to engage with 
the process, including with the provision of short refresher courses for this subject area. 
 



 
Question 7 – This question is aimed at local authorities and Standing Advisory 
Councils for religious education (SACs). 
  
Is the guidance a helpful document for developing agreed syllabus conferences? 
 
 

Not helpful at 
all 

☐  Slightly 
helpful 

  Somewhat 
helpful 

☐  Very 
helpful 

☐  Extremely 
helpful 

☐  

 
Is the guidance a helpful document for SACs?  
 

Not helpful at 
all 

☐  Slightly 
helpful 

  Somewhat 
helpful 

  Very 
helpful 

☐  Extremely 
helpful 

☐  

 
Please explain your answer. 
 

• The guidance provides some useful headings for devising an agreed syllabus.   

• However, more specific guidance is needed to support ASCs in using this guidance to form 
their agreed syllabus. Otherwise, even those SACREs that have dedicated specialist 
support will not know, legally, how they need to proceed and may flout the law 
unknowingly.  

• Without specific guidance ASC/SACREs could decide to write their own agreed syllabus 
from scratch which would result in 22 different agreed syllabi across Wales. Previously it 
was deemed beneficial and worthwhile to have considerable commonality across the 22 
agreed syllabi in Wales. Is this helpful, with the approach of this curriculum being 
focussed on school curriculum design?  

• It could result in very prescriptive agreed syllabi that schools have to have regard to. 

• A clear steer on what ‘have regard to’ means would also be helpful for SACREs and LAs 
who will be responsible for ensuring that all schools have ‘had regard’ to the agreed 
syllabus in the planning of the curriculum.  

 

 
 
Question 8 – We would like to know your views on the effects that the RVE 
guidance would have on the Welsh language, specifically on: 
 
i) opportunities for people to use Welsh 
ii) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 

 
What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be increased, 
or negative effects be mitigated? 

 
Supporting comments 
 
Welsh translations or guidance and any supporting materials, including those used 
in professional learning must be presented at the same time. It is totally 
disrespectful to say ‘The Welsh will follow’.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 9 – Please also explain how you believe the RVE guidance could be 
formulated or changed so as to have: 
 
i) positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh 

language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language 
ii) no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the 

Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 

 
Supporting comments 
 
Welsh translations or guidance and any supporting materials, including those used 
in professional learning must be presented at the same time. It is totally 
disrespectful to say ‘The Welsh will follow’.  
 

 
Question 10 – We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any 
related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space to 
report them. 
 

 
Collated comments from settings across Wrexham who are testing the Non-Maintained Sector 
curriculum in regards to the RVE guidance: 
 
It is felt that overall it linked really well with the curriculum.  It talks about links to the outdoors 
which is something we are encouraging our settings to develop especially in areas where children 
may not have access to outdoors.  It talks about developing an awareness and respect for living 
things, which is important.  It also mentioned learning about others similarities and differences, 
especially important for children who may not come across people who are seen as ‘different’ 
maybe because of skin colour or disability. 
 
Understanding how actions affect others also is very fitting for 3 year olds as this is when they are 
discovering and understanding their feelings and others feelings and that what they do has an effect 
on others.  This is an important life lesson. 
 
I also liked that it touched on ‘developing empathy, kindness and compassion through positive 
interactions’ again this, for some, is a skill to learn, where other children naturally display these 
attributes. 
 
Including an awareness of different types of families and relationships is very relevant in today’s 
society.  Some children may not have an understanding for example of same sex parents.   
Self-care and hygiene links strongly to becoming independent and more and more children lack 
these skills at an early age. 
 
It links well with what we are trying to teach the children through the curriculum and what they then 
go onto in school.   



 
The language used was clear and user friendly. 
 
Expectations and the differentiation between non-maintained setting and maintained settings or 
schools, I felt were clear. 
 
Children’s social, emotional and moral development are taken into serious, sensitive and careful 
consideration. 
 
Holistic learning through effective, learner-centred pedagogy using both the indoor and outdoor 
environment features heavily and is suggested as the approach to be taken which supports our way 
of thinking. 
 
I believe that the documents ensures that children aren’t forced into a certain belief or exposed to 
values or ideas. 
 
Perhaps the fact that the options to opt out is no longer available could become an issue with 
parents as they could feel that their role is being undermined. 
 
RVE - Holistic, imaginative, emphasis on outdoors and sharing their personal experiences to enrich 
and educate others. Highlights everyone’s uniqueness and encourages big questions. I like the use of 
lenses to identify opportunities for RVE. 

 

 
 
Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to remain 
anonymous, please tick here: 

☐ 
 
 
 
 
 

 


